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the bishops took place.1 This step, no doubt per-
missible from the point of view of ecclesiastical
discipline, was contrary to the terms of the
Concordat; for if the Pope cannot nominate a
bishop, he cannot depose one without prior
understanding with the government. M. Del-
casse and his colleagues felt that the action of
the Vatican had been determined much more by
the moderation and the liberalism of the bishops
than by their moral or ecclesiastical deviations.
When he failed to obtain immediate satisfac-
tion from Cardinal Merry del Val, the strained
relations were broken. The French embassy
to the Vatican was closed, and the nuncio in
Paris was informed that his diplomatic functions
had ceased. This was the end of the Napo-
leonic Concordat.

The principle of separation of Church and
State had been already defended by isolated
Catholics. In 1872 the majority of French
Protestant consistories were in favour of it, and
their National Synod gave it much attention?
It had also been much discussed in parliament.
From 1877 onwards the annual vote of ecclesias-
tical appropriations was the occasion of yearly
discussions. In 1881 a proposition was made

1 Narfon, ibid., p. 312.

2 Berber, ffisfcwe du synod* g6n$rdy Yol. II, pp. 3, 338> 33d, and
341.